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Washington, DC 20231 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the reference (s) listed on 
the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, one copy 
of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of 
this application, and that the reference (s) be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. No representation is made that the reference (s) 
is/are prior art with respect to this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within 
three months of the filing date of a national application other 
than a CPA under 37 CFR § 1.53(d), within three months of the date 
of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR § 1.491 in an 
international application, before the mailing of a first Office 
Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of an RCE under 37 CFR § 1.114. No 
certification or fee is required. 37 CFR § 1.97(b). 

The reference (s) was/were cited in a counterpart foreign 
application. An English language version of the foreign search 
report is attached for the Examiner's information. One of the 



Application No. 09/552,887 



references, namely, U.S. Patent No. 6,023,688, was previously- 
disclosed in an Information Disclosure Statement filed on July 7, 
2000. 

Respectfully submitted, 



June ^> , 2001 
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of this submission. 



CAESAR, RIVISE, BERNSTEIN, 
COHEN & PQKOTILOW, LTD. 




fary A. Greene 
Registration No. 38. 897 
Customer No. 03000 

(215) 567-2010 
Attorneys for Applicant (s) 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that the foregoing INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT, PTO FORM 1449, and copies of each of the references 
disclosed therein, re Application No. 09/552,887 are being 
deposited with the United States Postal services as First Class 
Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, DC, 20231 this day of June 2001 
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